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Introcluction

The doctoral thesis "RESEARCH ON THE
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF BUFTEA
CITY, ILFOV COUNTY" wishes to present the
reality of Buftea city, respectively the degree
of development of the city as they are
perceived by the local population, but also to
describe the projections regarding the
Implementation measures of the local
development strategies.

The paper will be structured in two distinct
parts: a theoretical part and a part of own
research, based on questionnaires and case
studies, applied at the population level.




Part | aims at the bibliographic study of the materials
regarding the city ot Buftea, aspects that will contribute to
the creation of a Monography oft this city. Thus, aspects
regarding the definition, structure, and functions ot Buftea
will be detailed, highlighting the characteristics of this area.
Aspects regarding the historical evolution, development
policies, relief conditions, climate, soll, vegetation, and fauna
that characterize this area will be treated, continuing with
the briet presentation of the eight component districts of
Buftea.
The social and economic characteristics of the studied area
will be highlighted by a system of indicators that will make it
possible to outline the image of human resources,
economic activity, and industrial potential.
The main indicators analyzed reter to the following aspects:

e human resources and social infrastructure;

e the structure of the land fund;

e structure ot arable land by crops;

e the size of agricultural holdings;

e total and average crop yields of the main agricultural

Crops;
e animal production;
o the tourist and industrial potential ot the area.



In the second part of the doctoral thesis will be presented
the personal research undertaken within the city of Buftea.
Also, using the questionnaire applied in Buttea, which will be
translated and updated with the new Information
concerning the other cities chosen, a comparison between
Buftea and two other similar cities from the European Union
will be conducted in Piastow, Poland, and Botevgrad,
Bulgaria.

The methodological system provides data collection and
processing analysis of results and formulation of
conclusions and proposals by specitic methods and
procedures: SW.OT. analysis, sociological survey based on
guestionnaire, comparison, analysis ot specific indicators,
statistical processing ot data etc.



e analysis ot the investments made in the last period related to the technical infrastructure of the city, in terms of

the benetits of the local community;
e conducting a survey with a written questionnaire to highlight the positive and negative aspects regarding the

degree of

technical equipment of the city, social priorities etc.,, as perceived by the inhabitants of Buftea;

e analysis of the perception of the locals of Buitea on the implementation ot regional development projects;
e a description of the recommendations on the objectives and implementation measures of the local

development strategies.

s will be achieved systematically and the results will be presented by different methods

These aspec

(monographic method, diagnostic analysis, comparison method and specific indicators).



i An analysis of the strengths and weaknesses,
== respectively of the possible opportunities and threats
¢ will be carried out, which will be the basis for the
& claboration of a strategy for sustainable development
B Of Buftea. Thus, the regional priorities and the measures
Tl to be taken to achieve the strategic objectives will be
able to consider the SW.O.T. analysis carried out at the
Illl level of the territory, population, and economic activity in
4&lll the city of Buftea.
| The development model of the city will consider its
Bl specificity and the opportunities found following the
multidisciplinary analysis carried out, and the results will
lead to a general objective — the development and
“ - 1 efficiency of the researched area.

Buttea, a green and clean city In order to carry out this study, | contacted the actors
Involved in the socio-economic development of the city
of Buftea and obtained their support for the
Implementation and conduct of these studlies.




1.Defining the concept of sustainable development and its role in economic growth

2.General presentation of the city of Bufttea, lIfov County

3.Research on the possibilities of sustainable development of the city ot Burtea,
lIfov County

4.Comparative analysis of sustainable development strategies in Romania, Poland,
and Bulgaria
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traditional growth model — frequently centered on the

intensive exploitation of natural capital — toward a model that “Sustainable developmentis

internalizes ecological constraints and social inclusiveness. development that meets the needs
By fostering investments in green technologies, circular of the present without

economy practices, and human capital sustainable compromising the aloility of future
development ensures that economic expansion Is resilient, . .
diversitied, and capable of maintaining long-term productivity. generationsto me"et theirown
Thus, it underpins not merely quantitative growth, but heeds.

qualitative progress that enhances well-being within (Our Common Future,

ecological limits. Brundtland Report, 1987)

1. Defining the concept ot sustainable
cdevelopment and Its role In economic
growth

e Sustainable development represents a paradigm of progress
that harmonizes economic advancement with the
preservation of environmental resources and the promotion
of social equity.
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pimaria 2, General presentation ot the
suea CItY OF Buittea, lifov County Ropaia

@ Buftea

The city of Buftea located In Illfov County, Romania, lies
approximately 20 km northwest of Bucharest, benefiting from
proximity to the capitals dynamic economic and infrastructural
hetwork. Buftea is an urban locality with a population ot around
22,000 inhabitants (according to the most recent INS data), known
historically for its industrial facilities and the renowned Buftea Film
Studios, a major landmark in Romanian cinematography.

The city's territory is characterized by a mixed land use structure:

residential zones, industrial sites, and substantial green areas,
Including lakes and forests that provide ecological services and
recreational spaces.

Buftea also holds administrative relevance as a local hub within
lfov County, possessing educational institutions, healthcare
services, and emerging commercial activities that supjport its socio-
economic profile.




3.Research on the possibilities ot sustainable

development of the city of Buitea, IlFov County

e This research seeks to identity and evaluate the possibilities for sustainable development in Buftea,
considering the interplay between its socio-economic structure, natural capital, and existing urban
Infrastructure.

e The potential for incorporating renewable energy systems (solar installations on public buildings),
Improving waste management efrectiveness, and encouraging sustainable mobility through better
public transportation connectivity to Bucharest are some of the important aspects being examined.

e Additionally, the study investigates opportunities tor revitalizing industrial sites into multiftunctional
spaces that supjport both economic diversitication and environmental remediation.

e Stakeholder consultations, local policy analysis, and comparative benchmarks with similar European
towns aim to substantiate practical pathways for Buttea to align with sustainable urbban development
principles.




4. Comparative analysis of sustainable

development strategies in Romania, Poland and
Bulgana

e The comparative analysis focuses on how Romania, Poland, and Bulgaria — three Eastern European
countries with shared post-socialist transtormation trajectories — have formulated and implemented
sustainable development strategies.

e [t examines national policy frameworks, institutional mechanisms, and funding instruments (notably EU
Cohesion Policy allocations) dedicated to fostering green transitions and social cohesion.

e Special attention is given to local adaptations ot these strategies in small and medium-sized urban
centers analogous to Bufteg, Piastow (Poland), and Botevgrad (Bulgaria). The analysis highlights both
convergences, such as reliance on European structural funds for sustainable infrastructure, and
divergences, ror instance in the pace of adopting circular economy models or urban climate adaptation
plans. This cross-country perspective offers insights Into transrerable practices and policy gaps that
can contribute to Buftea's local sustainable development agenda.
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This article examines the demographic evolution of Ilfov County during the period 2020-2024,
with a particular emphasis on Buftea area, situating its dynamics within breader regional and . . - . ", .
natim:artr\cnds. The rfasc study draws upon data sm:rﬁc\d fm)lrn the official websites of T—fu.ftcﬁ. City Research on soil and nutrient losses throth IIqud runoff, in order to ml‘[lgate the climate
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Bufiea has experienced a sustained population growth over the past two decades. This - —— A0 RE ' ' :
demographic expansion can be attributed to both a positive natural increase and significant Earth 3 (2), 639-651

migration inflows, primarily driven by the town proximity to Bucharest, enhanced connectivity
through road infrastructure, and the appeal of newly developed residential areas. The age
distribution reveals a substantial proportion of young and economically active individuals,
alongside evidence of a moderate aging process. Furthermore, the sex ratio remains relatively
balanced, with no marked disparities between male and female cohons. These demographic
features underscore Bufiea’s considerable socio-economic development potential, positioning it as
an attractive place for investment and residential settlement within Ilfov County.

Kevwards: Buftea area, dentographic evelution, population growth, birth rate, natural increase.
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Comparison of Buftea's and
Piastow/Botevgrad's sustainable
development plans
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R e b e L S The paper analyzes the evolution of vegetable production in Iifov
it Ll e s county, with a case study for the Buftea area, in the period 2015-2021.
e For this purpose, the use of the land fund in lifov county and in the

Faculty of Management and Rural Development

Buftea city area and the cultivated areas and the productions
obtained in the main categories of cereals, oleaginous and
proteinaceous plants are presented. In 2021, the largest areas in the
county were cultivated with wheat - 23398 ha, corn - 15501 ha,
sunflower - 1454 ha and rapeseed - 10524 ha. For the studied period,
there were increases in the areas cultivated with wheat corn,
rapeseed, alfalfa and fodder peas, as well as in the production of
wheat, corn, rapeseed, sunflower, peas and todder beans. On the
arable surface related to the city of Buftea, which represents 257% of
the total of Ilfov county, insignificant amounts of wheat, corn, oats,
rapeseed, sunflower and fodder peas were obtained. The statistical
data available on the INS website and data provided by the Buftea
City Hall were used.
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Fig. 2 Produstion ohmimed from the men vepeiablios oelisaned

Agricultural lands represent approximacely half of the
towl area available in the Buftea area and the
arable lands have the largest share of them, 2,528
ha.

The area of Buftea does not have a large share in the
agricultural production of Ofor county, bere are
cultivated mainly cereals, wheat being the main

crop encauntered, .

Conclusions

The city of Buftea has a significant potential for economic
development, attracting investors and developers interested in its
location close to Bucharest and the existing infrastructure. The

DYN A M I CS O F AG R I C U LT U R A L S;ﬁ@ﬂ??cg%g VoeflotTocr?]r;ﬁTic sectors is an advantage for the city in
V E G ETA L P R O D U CTI O N I N Agr!culturgl lands represent approximately half of the total area
I LFOV CO U NTY' RO M AN I A. 2@:!2!2;;:\6 ;crl;zgzu;tﬁ:. area, and the arable lands have the largest
C AS E STU DY FO R B U FT E A The area of Buftea does not have a large share in the agricultural

A R E A production of Iifov county, here are cultivated mainly cereals, wheat
being the main crop encountered.
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INTRODUCTION
Ifow county is located in the South-Muntenia region and borders the city of Bucharest. This proximity to the urban market makes agriculiure
in the county easily accessible to a large number of consumers. However, agricultural land is relatively limited due to urban sprawl and
infrastructure develo) iopment . Agriculiure, inclu d ng the livestock sector, benafits from favorable dimatic conditions and goodinf'ras:rucmre.
Small and medium-sized farms predominate in o, hu‘tlhere are also a few large agriculiural holdings that work intensively, especially in
pou hnr nd pig farms. Large farms have the advantage of modemization and adwval aed technology, while small farms tend to be more
traditional, sometimes orented towards self-consumption. In Ifow county, animal agricultural production includes various categories of
produ L=. uch as meat, milk, eggs and honey.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

The authors used statistical data from the h tional Institute of Statistics (INS, 2024), 'nhlch refers o the number of animals in the
categories cattle, pigs. sheep. goats, birds, as well as the number of bee families existing in [Fov cour ty n the period 2017-2022. At the

same time, the Ivewelght f the animals de: u ed for slaughter, from the previously mentioned speci also analyzed, as well as milk
production, egg production and the amount of honey extracted.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
All four categories of animals (catile, pigs, sheep and goats) experienced a significant decrease during the analyzed period, but at different
rates: pigs (-81.58%, the biggest drop) and goats (-83.42%) were the most affected, with dramatic declines in hends, and cattle (-46.34%)
and sheep (-58.78%) had more moderate declines.(Fig. 1)
The poultry sector experienced a significant decline (-65.44%). especially after 2020, Figure 2. The beskesping sector is more stable, it
even registered an increase in recent years (+8.25%), Figure 3.
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Milk production (Fig. 4) and egg production (Fig. ‘) recorded significant decreases, of -41.21% and -77.59% respectively, which can be
attributed to the deerease in the number of animals in the county (cattle and birds).Honey production (Fig. &) followed a more stable trend,

with 3 17.37% increase.
Overall, lfov County e penenoed a generalized decline in meat production, with a significant reduction in the live weight of slaughtered
animals of over -60% for cattle and pigs and only -14% for poultry, sheep and goats, Figure 7.

CONCLUSIONS

The livestock sector in lifov County suffered a g nificant decline between 2017 and 2022, with a marked reduction in livestock and the
production of meat mllk nd eggs. The dedine in pigs was the most severe, followed by cattle and po ultry, while the beskesping sector
remained relatively stable. These declines can be the resuft of economic factors, heakh (diseases), or changes in market demand. The
situation suggests the eed for recovery measures and support to stabilize and revitalize livestock producuon n the county.
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EVOLUTION OF ANIMAL
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN

ILFOV COUNTY, ROMANIA.
CASE STUDY FOR BUFTEA AREA

Abstract

The paper analyzes trends in livestock populations and animal
agricultural production in llfov County, with a case study focused on
the Buftea area during the period 2017-2022. The findings reveal
significant changes and challenges in this sector. By 2022, notable
decreases were observed across nearly all livestock categories, with
the exception of bee families, which recorded a 625% increase Iin
humbers. The most dramatic decline was in pig herds, which fell by an
alarming 8159%, reflecting broader issues such as disease outbreaks
(eg, African swine fever), economic pressures, or changes in
agricultural practices. Other livestock categories, including cattle,
sheep, goats, horses, and poultry raised for meat or eggs, also
experienced significant reductions, highlighting a major contraction in
livestock farming activities.

Animal agricultural production followed a similar downward trend.
Meat, milk, and egg production all decreased over the studied period,
corresponding to the reduced livestock numbers. However, one
hotable exception was honey production, which increased by 17.37%,
suggesting a growing interest in or resilience within the beekeeping
sector in the region. This increase also highlights Illfov County's
potential for expanding apiculture, supported by favorable
environmental conditions and market demand.

The statistical data available on the website of the National Institute of
Statistics and the data provided by Buttea City Hall were used tor the
elaboration of the article.

Conclusions

The livestock sector in Iifov County suffered a significant decline
between 2017 and 2022 with a marked reduction in livestock and the
production of meat, milk and eggs The decline in pigs was the most
severe, followed by cattle and poultry, while the beekeeping sector
remained relatively stable These declines can be the result of
economic factors, health ( or changes in market demand The

situation suggests the need for recovery measures and support to
stabilize and revitalize livestock production in the county
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Abstract: The article analyzes the evolution of the business environment in Buftea, lifov County, during the period 2019-2023, highlighting
its role in supporting sustaingble local development. The number of econemic agents increased from 1,247 in 2019 to 1,385 in 2023, with the
vast majority (around 94%) being micro-enterprises with §-9 emplovees. The city's turnover reached 2,893 million lei in 2023, up from 1,943
million lef in 2019, while profits rose from 12 lei to 278 million lei However, a slight decline in the workforce was recorded, with 4316
emplayees in 2023. Economic activity was mainly concentrated in wholesale and retail trade (26.6%), information and communication
(12.7%), and construction (12.3%). Overall, the business envirenment in Buftea had a positive impact on local economic sustainability by
increasing revenues and promoting economic diversification.

Introduction: The city of Buftea, holds a special place in the county's structure due to its economic development and historical
monuments that reflect past events. Since 1990, the lecal economy has undergone significant changes, including the construction of
medern industrial halls, the establishment of various businesses, and the opening of numerons important private enterprises. The namural
5ol resources of [fov County and the Buftea area have created favorable conditions for the development of agriculture-a vital sector in
times of global geopolitical and economic instability. Over the past decade, the number of active companies in Buftea has increased, each
contributing positively to the city's and county’s socio-economic development. Additionally, regional innovation systems play a key role in
ensuring ecenomic growth and sustainable local and regional development.

Material and method: The study is based on the analysis of statistical data series for the period 2019-2023, with the aim of
evaluating the dynamics of the business environment in the city of Buftea, IIfov County. The analysis focused on key economic variables
such as the number of active economic agents, turnover, net profit, workforce distribution, and the structure of enterprises by economic
sectors, according to the national classification system [CAEN). The data used in this research were collected from official sources, including
the National [nstitute of Statistics and regional economic reports, and were subsequently processed and presented in the form of graphs
and tables te facilitate the interpretation of trends and economic relationships.

Results and d:scu sions

d

city of Bufte Fig. 2 Numbar of
city of Baf S ol s I the |1

Between 2019 and 2023, Buftea's economy experienced moderate growth (+2.7% in the number of economic agents), maintaining a high
level of business activity (77% of firms with positive turnover). However, the persistent presence of inactive firms highlights the need for
support measures to beost economic performance. Trade remains the dominant sector followed by manufacturing and construction, all
showing slight declines. Emerging sectors such as IT, transport, and professional services are growing but still marginal; the ecenomy is
heavily dominated by micro-enterprises (94%), indicating a dynamic yet fragile business environment, due to the lack of medium and large
companies; while the number of firms increased, total employment declined slightly, suggesting possible automation, efficiency gains, or job
insecurity; from 2019 to 2022, turnover and profit increased significanty, but 2023 saw a reversal. with an 8% drop in turnover and a 10%
decrease in profit, pointing to potential economie slowdewn; most revenues are generated by a small number of medium and large firms in
trade and industry, which poses a structural risk in the abzence of broader economic diversification

Conclusions: The analysis of the business environment dynamics in the eity of Buﬁ:ea cI.u.t'mcr the 2019-2023 period reveals a general

trend of economic conselidation, marked by an increase in the number of active economic t owverall turnover, and profitability.
The data confirm that the business environment plays a crucial role in supporting sustainable ] cal development by contributing to
increas d pu h] c revenues, stimulating investment, and generating added value. In this _De.‘t it i ential to continue imple nentin,g

local public policies that support entrepreneurship, innevation, and public-private pam'.ersh:ips. in Dnd.er to strengthen a dynamic and
sustainable urban economy in Buftea.
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THE ROLE OF THE BUSINESS
ENVIRONMENT IN THE

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
OF BUFTEA CITY, ILFOV COUNTY

Abstract

The article analyzes the evolution of the business environment in
Buftea, Iifov County, during the period 2019-2023, highlighting its role
in supporting sustainable local development The number of
economic agents increased from 1247 in 2019 to 1385 in 2023, with
the vast majority (around 94%) being micro-enterprises with 0-9
employees. The city's turnover reached 2893 miillion lei in 2023, up
from 1943 miillion lei in 2019, while profits rose from 123 million lei to
278 million lei. However, a slight decline in the workforce was
recorded, with 4316 employees in 2023. Economic activity was mainly
concentrated in wholesale and retail trade (26.6%), information and
communication (12.7%), and construction (12.3%). Overall, the business
environment in Buftea had a positive impact on local economic
sustainability by increasing revenues and promoting economic
diversification.

Conclusions

The analysis of the business environment dynamics in the city of
Buftea during the 2019-2023 period reveals a general trend of
economic consolidation, marked by an increase in the number of
active economic agents, overall turnover, and profitability. The data
confirm that the business environment plays a crucial role in
supporting sustainable local development by contributing to
increased public revenues, stimulating investment, and generating
added value. In this context, it is essential to continue implementing
local public policies that support entrepreneurship, innovation, and
public-private partnerships in order to strengthen a dynamic and
sustainable urban economy in Buftea.



THE CONTRIBUTION OF TOURISM TO THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE RURAL AREAINILFOV COUNTY.
CASE STUDY FOR BUFTEAAREA

Andreea Roxana Firdtoir', Liviu Marcufd@, Elena Soaré’,
Irina-Adriana Chiurciu®

Abstract

The article analyzes the development of the most important tourism economic sta-
fistical indicators during the period 2015-2021, in Ilfov county, which is part af the
Bucharest-Iifov Development Region, and in the Buftea citv area, a component of
the mentioned county. Ilfov streiches around Bucharest and is the smallest county
in Romania. In the citv of Buftea, located in the western part of Ilfov county, there
are some fourist attractions with national importance, which ave points of attrac-
fion for national tourists and alse from abroad. To achieve the aim, the authors an-
alyze a series e a series of indicators, available for Ilfov county and also _for Buftea
city area, such as: the fotal number of tourist reception structures; the existing
fourist accommodation capacity, arrivals of towrists and overnight stays in tourist
reception siructures, by types of tourist reception structures. During the analvzed
period, tourism performance registered a downward trend in lifov county, despite
the rich resources and accommodation mfrastructure it has. The article proposes
some solutions _for the revitalization of this important sector, which can confribute
to the evolution in the EU standards of the rural area in Ilfov County.

Kev words: Buftea area, Iifov County, rural area, tourist reception structures
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THE CONTRIBUTION OF
TOURISM TO THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE RURAL

AREA IN ILFOV COUNTY.
CASE STUDY FOR BUFTEA AREA

Abstract

The article analyzes the development of the most important tourism
economic statistical indicators during the period 2015-202], in Iifov county,
which is part of the Bucharest-llfov Development Region, and in the Buftea
City area, a component of the mentioned county. llfov stretches around
Bucharest and is the smallest county in Romania. In the city of Buftea,
located in the western part of Illfov county, there are some tourist
attractions with national importance, which are points of attraction for
hational tourists and also from abroad. To achieve the aim, the authors
analyze a series e a series of indicators, available for Iifov county and also
for Buftea city area, such as: the total number of tourist reception
structures; the existing tourist accommaodation capacity, arrivals of tourists
and overnight stays in tourist reception structures, by types of tourist
reception structures. During the analyzed period, tourism performance
registered a downward trend in Iifov county, despite the rich resources and
accommodation infrastructure it has. The article proposes some solutions
for the revitalization of this important sector, which can contribute to the
evolution in the EU standards of the rural area in llfov County.

Conclusions

lfov County is known for the many natural and man-made tourist
attractions, both of local and national interest, located on its territory. In the
area, picnic-type agreement trips or short-term trips for visits to
monuments or monasteries are practiced in particular. In the Buftea area,
surrounded by lakes and forests, the development of tourism involving
sports competitions (for example, sport fishing) could represent a solution
for the development of this rural area.

The utilization of existing historical ensembles in hew modern tourism
projects will attract both pupils, students, and people passionate about
history, as well as tourists interested in new concepts. The development of
new packages of services in tourism and related to tourism, taking into
account the requests of the public, addressed both to the inhabitants of the
capital and to those from the country or abroad, will attract tourists of all
ages and categories to the area, which will contribute to increasing the level
of living in the countryside.



Case Studlies

Cities where | am applying the survey

e 2 Erasmus short mobilities for conducting in-person surveys
In Poland and Bulgaria

e | am sharing the questionnaire online through local Facebook
groups until October 2025.

e My goal is to collect 200+ responses tor each location,

ensuring representation across different age groups.
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i __’?_' .......
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FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT

Chestionar despre dezvoltarea durabila a
Orasului Buftea

Stimate respondent la sonda,

= UNIVERSITATEA DE STIINTE AGRONOMICE 51 MEDICinA VETERINARA DIN BUucunresT

AT
@M FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT

&= SI DEZVOLTARE RURAIA

Ankieta na temat zrownowazonego
rozwoju miasta Piastow

Szanowny

respondentze ankiety,

UNIVERSITATEA DE $TITNTE AGRONOMICE §1 MEDICINA VETERINARA DIN BucurnsTI

FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT
1 SI DEZVOLTARE RURALA

AHKeTa 3a yCTOMYMBO pa3BUTUE Ha rpaj
boteBrpaa

Yeamaemu

pPecnNoHASHTH Ha aHKeTaTa,

.

Nazywam sie

O MEHWIMMBHT W
eHa oT npodh.
BUTHE Ha

Apyrv rpana ot EBponefickua chio3 - eNHH B
MNonwa, NAacTos, M eawH B Benrapua, botesrpaa. Teaw rpagose cNOAENAT CXOAHM

g , prof. Instytutu
Rozwoju Wsi | Rolnictwa Polskiej Akademii Nauk w Warszawie,

https://forms.gle/PmzZviHyJEdDtPe2lo7 https://forms.gle/DeH9YEi4mnu8xjSAG https://forms.gle/pKKYvmiRbMhLBUDPG

e To ensure a thorough understanding of local needs and characteristics,
this case study is a community consultation process in which we invite
citizens and civil society to express their opinions on the current stage of

3 Su Neys development and future development measures tor thelir city.

Completing each survey will take approximately 20-30 minutes, but every
contribution can have a sighificant impact on the development oft the city
iIn Romania—Buftea!



https://forms.gle/ns9W5mHo8F9XMv2j6

The problem: _
What are you solving? \Why
did you choose this topic?

The core problem addressed in this doctoral research is how to
operationalize sustainable urban development (SUD) in medium-sized
towns situated within the sphere of influence of a capital city,
exemplified by Buftea. Despite its proximity to Bucharest and its
location within Romania's most economically dynamic region (the
Bucharest-llfov area generates ~28% of national GDP, Buftea struggles
with challenges typical for peri-urban settlements: unequal socio-
economic development, environmental pressures, and insufficiently
integrated planning.

The topic was chosen because Buftea serves as a micro-laboratory for
studying the interplay between local development dynamics and
overarching EU strategic goals. Furthermore, the choice to compare
Buftea with Piastow (Poland) and Botevgrad (Bulgaria) allows
identification of transterable policy practices relevant for towns across
Eastern Europe facing similar post-industrial and demographic
transitions.




Scientific novelty / innovation
(what hew you will bnng for your
science sub-ield?)

e Performing a multi-criteria comparative analysis between
Buftea and two similar European towns (Botevgrad and
Piastow), using socio-economic, environmental and local
sovernance indicators.

e Developing an integrated set of local indicators for
assessing sustainable development in small and medium
towns, tailored to Romanian specificities and harmonized
with European standards (eg, Urban Audit SDG
indicators).

e Conducting a direct sociological survey (through
guestionnaires) to evaluate residents perceptions of
sustainable development, adding a qualitative and
participatory dimension to traditional statistical analysis.

e Bringing a methodological and applied contribution to the
field of urban sustainable development management




Practical significance (what
exactly your solution willimprove
ffom a society's point ot view?)

The practical significance of this research lies in:

e Providing a rigorous diagnosis of the current level of
sustainable development in Buftea, compared to similar
European towns, which can guide local authorities in el s
prioritizing investments and programs.

e Offering a model of good practices inspired by Piastow SUSTAINABLE
(Poland) and Botevgrad (Bulgaria), which can e adapted
and Implemented In Buftea to Improve green
Infrastructure, public services, and citizen participation.

e Increasing public awareness by directly involving
residents in the survey, thereby strengthening the social
dimension of sustainable development

e This study may contribute to improving urban quality of
ite and creating a sustainable framework for local
econhomic development

Equitable




Object ot the study (the
broacler area or field within
whichthe subject orthe
study exists)

The object of the study Iis urban
sustainable development as an
Interdisciplinary field that combines
economic, social, environmental, and
public administration sciences, aiming
at the balanced improvement of urban
quality of lite.

Subject of the study (the
pnmary focus or phenomenon
undler investigation)

The concrete subject of this study is
assessing the level and prospects of
sustainable development in the town of
Buftea in a comparative perspective with
Botevgrad and Piastow, focusing on:
e economic, social, and environmental
Indicators;
e residents’ perceptions of sustainable
development;
e relevant administrative good practices.



Matenals and methods (how you
conducted the study so that

others could replica

it)

Documentary analysis of local national and European
strategies on sustainable development

Collection and processing of secondary statistical data from
official sources: Romanian National Institute of Statistics
(INSSE), Eurostat National Statistical Institute of Bulgaria,
Statistics Poland.

Conducting a questionnaire-based survey on a sample of
residents from Buftea and the comparison towns (through
collaboration with Erasmus+ parthers in Botevgrad and
Piastow), addressing perceptions on local sustainable
development

Multi-criteria comparative analysis, using methods of scaling
and normalization of indicators, correlations, and graphical
Interpretations.

A SWOT methodology adapted tor urban sustainable analysis
to identify strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats
from the perspective of sustainable development.

SUSTAINALISM AND DOMAINS
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Discussion (interpretation of the
results to put them in broader

context)

The research results reveal that Buitea has signiticant
potential for sustainable development due to its proximity
to Bucharest but faces challenges in green infrastructure
and community services compared to Piastow.

The survey indicated a moderate awareness ot the
concept of sustainable development among residents,
but also a strong openness to local green initiatives.

In comparison, the similar European towns showed more
advanced integration of sustainable development
objectives into local policies, especially In waste
Mmanagement and sustainable transport, aspects that can
serve as benchmarks for Buttea.

These findings fit into the broader context of the EU's
efforts to reduce territorial disparities and promote
resilient smart towns.

Conclusions (what you have
concluded sotar?)

The study led to the following ;

e Buftea is at an intermediate stage of integrating
sustainable development principles, showing good
perrormance on the economic dimension but gaps
INn green infrastructure and community engagement.

e The comparison with Botevgrad and Piastow
allowed for the identification of concrete areas for
Improvement, such as expanding urban green
spaces and strengthening sustainable mobility.

e Itis hecessary to develop an integrated local plan for
sustainable development, grounded in objective
cata and active citizen participation.

e The research highlights the importance of
International collaboration (e.g, through Erasmus+) in
exchanging good practices for small and medium-
sized towns in Eastern Europe.
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